


The early spring is always 
our season to acknowl-
edge the birth of Calvary 
Baptist Church. Typically, 
we celebrate the Church 
Anniversary on the third 
Sunday of March.  We don’t 
have many “special” days at 
Calvary Church, but this is 
one of the few which we do 
pause to honor.  One of the 
purposes for pausing is to 
reflect over the pilgrimage 
of this particular body of 
believers.

More than anything else, 
we accentuate the “resil-
iency” of the Church.  God’s 
Church always bounces 
back.  Along the way there 
have been critical moments 
which very well could have 
“stopped the Church in its 
tracks.”  There have been 
financial hardships, changes 
in leadership and other 
internal and external con-
flicts and pressures which 

threatened the very life of 
the Church.  But, through 
the grace of God, the 
Church has made it and has 
come out stronger as result 
of the historic moments of 
challenges.

When reflecting over 
the Church history, the 
reality that stands out the 
most is how the Church 
ministers to its present age.  
At different moments of 
history the Church sought 
to meet the needs of its 
times.  Throughout the 116 
year history, Calvary Church 
could not do the same things 
in every generation.  There 
were times to move to other 
locations.   There were times 
to build buildings.  There 
were times to organize 
Sunday Schools.  There were 
times to create different 
ministries.  If the Church had 
not been conscious of its his-
torical context, it would not 

have made adjustments, and 
therefore would have ceased 
growing.

Our challenge is the 
same today.  We must ever 
be in touch with the mood 
and mind set of our world’s 
condition and of our com-
munity; as well as the need, 
of the Church, in order to 
minister to this present age.  
Therefore, this season of 
Church Anniversary not only 
involves a look backward 
but also a look forward.  
Our Church is becoming 
more diverse racially and 
ethnically.  What does this 
mean in terms of Church 
programming?  Our culture 
is a “visual” culture.  How 
should this impact wor-
ship?  The congregation is 
steadily growing.  What 
should be our plan in terms 
of location?  The facts and 
questions go on and on.  Our 
prayer is that God would 

help us to minister to this 
present age.

The second verse to that 
old hymn of the Church “A 
Change to Keep I Have”, 
says “to serve the present 
age, my calling to fulfill, O 
may it all my pow’rs engage 
to do my Master’s will.”  We 
are looking back and looking 
forward during this season 
of Church Anniversary, in 
order to fulfill our calling in 
this present age.

—	Rev.	Jerry	M.	Carter,	Jr.

P a s t o r ’ s  P e n

• Christian Counsel • 

Q:  Is	Temptation	SIN?

A:  One of the great struggles of 
all of humanity is the struggle associ-
ated with temptation. Whether it is 
the temptation associated with break-
ing a diet or the temptation associat-
ed with infidelity or being unfaithful, 
we’ve all wrestled with temptation 
in some shape or form. I would say 
that temptation can be defined as the 
lure or enticement associated with 
stepping outside of some prescribed 
boundaries.  
For many of us the struggle is furthered 
intensified because we feel as though 
we’re beyond temptation, or we should 
not be dealing with it at all. Temptation 
is not simply a possibility, but it is a 

reality for all of humanity. James 1:13-
15 says “when tempted, no one should 
say, that God is tempting me. For God 
can not be tempted by evil, nor does 
he tempt anyone; but each one is 
tempted when, by his own evil desire, 
he is dragged away and enticed.” James 
in this verse not only highlights the 
reality of temptation, but he further 
examines the origin of temptation. God 
is not the author of temptation, but 
rather temptation starts with us and 
includes the enticement of the enemy. 
It’s hard for anybody to be tempted by 
something or someone that they don’t 
like. If I don’t like chocolate cake, it will 
be awfully hard for me to be tempted 
by it. 

For the believer, our salvation expe-
rience does not equate to being exempt 

from temptation, testing and trials. 
Jesus himself had to endure temptation 
in the wilderness (Matt. 4). We need to 
understand that temptation in and of 
itself is not sin, but rather yielding to 
temptation is. We’re not removed from 
the lure of temptation or the possibility 
of sin, but we must be encouraged while 
we endure temptation that God is both 
aware of what we’re going through and 
active in our circumstance. Paul as he 
wrote to the Church at Corinth says (1 
Corinthians 10:13) “There is no tempta-
tion taken you but such as common to 
man: but God is faithful , who will not 
allow you to be tempted above your 
ability; but will with the temptation 
also make a way of escape, that you be 
able to bear it.”

—	Minister	Derrick	Dumas

Need Christian advice? We can help. Place your 
anonymous question in the Calvary Connection mailbox.

THIS PRESENT AGE





By Kim Artis



Laying	their	burdens	down	at	the	Cross



By Minister David A. Hollowell

• The Amen Corner •
By	David	A.	Hollowell



Calvary Connection 
Editorial Policy
Would you like submit articles to the Calvary 
Connection or be part of the writing team? If so, 
we welcome your submissions and volunteer inter-
est. All we ask is that you (and our existing team 
members as well) follow the few simple rules in our 
policy guidelines listed below:
• Please adhere to the deadline for article submission 
(which is usually the first Sunday of the month before 
publication). Publication months are quarterly: March, 
June, September, and December, so articles should be 
submitted the first Sunday of February, May, August, 
and November via E-mail  to cbcnewsletter@aol.com or 
on disc in the Calvary Connection mailbox.

• Articles should, to the extent possible, touch upon one 
of the elements of our church mission, which revolves 
around the Word, worship, witnessing, and community. 
• All submissions should reflect sound doctrine and 
should endeavor to edify our readership.
• Be advised that unsolicited articles may not be included 
in a particular issue if there is a space constraint, but 
efforts will be made to include it in a timely fashion if 
deemed appropriate.
• All submissions are subject to editing by the editorial 
staff for grammar, structure, and occasionally content.
• If you need help putting your thoughts on paper, we 
have writers available to assist you.
Thank you so much for your interest and cooperation. 
We welcome the opportunity to share your special 
gifts with our community of faith, and look forward 
to hearing from you. Please direct any inquiries to 
cbcnewsletter@aol.com. 

As a member of Calvary Baptist Church Jared 
Poe participated in many of the dramatic pre-
sentations of the Christian Youth Ministry and 
Church School ministries. After graduation he 
went on to study theater at UCLA. Following 
college graduation he landed an internship with 
the writing staff of “The X files”. He auditioned 
for a guest acting role and beat out 30 other 
auditioners to play his first professional role 
as FBI Cadet Rudolph Hayes. Other TV guest 
appearances include “Firefly”, “Angel” and most 
recently on “CSI:NY”.  He is the son of Carol and 
Al Poe. We wish Jared Godspeed in his acting 
pursuits and are to proud to say “we knew him 
when.”

The city of Newark recently honored Carey Hines’ 
dad, with a street named after him called William Cary 
Hines Plaza. William Hines moved to Newark in 1923 
and is now 99 years young.  Mayor Sharpe James (far 
left) with Mr. Hines (Carey to his immediate right) and 
his family who attended the festivities.

Our very own 
Thomas Jackson is the 
Democratic challenger 
for one of two seats 
in the 25th district 
(Boonton, Boonton 
Township, Denville, 
Dover, Jefferson, 
Mendham Township, 
Mine Hill, Morris 
Township, Mine Hill, 
Morris Township, 
Morristown, Mount 
Arlington, Mountain 
Lakes, Randolph, 

Rockaway, Rockaway Township, Roxbury, Victory 
Gardens and Wharton). He and is wife Allison 
have two daughters Kaitlyn, 12 and Olivia, 8. “We 
need to recognize that an idea isn’t wrong because 
it’s Republican or right because it’s Democratic. 
Having a different brand of leadership that is will-
ing to be bi-partisan and have the courage to walk 
across the aisle; that is the new covenant of leader-
ship I am talking about”, said Thom. We encourage 
you to hear what Thom has to say and decide if it’s 
relevant to you.

Visit Thom Jackson & Democracy For 
America’s Web site at
http://www.thomjackson.com/index.html

http://www.thomjackson.com/index.html
http://www.thomjackson.com/index.html



